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serpents. All this is scientific fact; it's all in my
box* It is all in accordance with the laws of
evolution. Nevertheless the general poltroonery
disgusts me. And in your place it would frighten
me. Look at your partisans, the defenders of the
sword and the Church, did you ever see anything
so flabby, so gelatinous ?' Having spoken, he
stretched out his arms, gave a wild cry of <Long
live Socialism 1 * plunged head foremost in the
enormous crowd, and disappeared in the sea of
people."

Joseph Lacrisse, who had listened without en-
thusiasm to this long story, asked whether Citizen
Bissolo wasn't merely an animal.

ccOn the contrary, he is a very clever man,"
replied Henri Lion, " the sort of man one would
like to have as a neighbour in the country, as
Bismarck used to say of Lassalle. Bissolo spoke
only too truly when he said that you may lead a
horse to the water, but you can't make him drink."